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Sammamish Arts Commission to Present the Work of

Michele Van Slyke and Kent Van Slyke
YOU & ME |

October 16, 2015 —January 16, 2016

Sammamish, WA — The Sammamish Arts Commission is pleased to present the work of Kent
and Michele Van Slyke in an exhibition titled YOU & ME | opening on October
16, 2015 in the Sammamish City Hall Commons Gallery and running through January 16, 2016.
A public reception for the artists is planned for Thursday, October 22, 2015 from 6:00-8:00pm

in the Commons Gallery.

This gathering of work created by husband and wife, Kent and Michele Van Slyke is proof that
two artists can be exposed to the same experiences and express themselves in a very different

manner.

Kent and Michele have lived and created together for 50 years, their work reflecting their life,
divided between the Pacific Northwest and France and also their travels, including several trips

to China where Michele taught metal sculpture 12 years ago.
Kent, with a background as a graphic designer and creative director, favors the camera and the

-more-
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computer, while Michele, who has created many public artworks in the U.S., France and Japan,
as well as numerous commissions for private clients, welds and grinds steel and aluminum.

They have kept a studio on Bainbridge Island for 45 years

Michele Van Slyke began soldering metal into sculptures as a college student, stepping out of
traditional gender bounds. Born and raised in France, Michele studied at the Sorbonne in Paris
and the University of Heidelberg in Germany. Kent founded the Island Treasure Award and

together the Van Slykes helped found the Bainbridge Arts and Humanities Council.

In addition to her public art installations on Bainbridge Island, Michele also has work at
Children’s, Swedish, and Virginia Mason Hospitals in Seattle; the University of Washington
Bothell; The Washington Park Zoo in Portland, Ore., as well as on projects in Edmonds,

Lynnwood, Auburn, Kent and, further afield, Japan and China.

The exhibition is sponsored by the Sammamish Arts Commission, the City of Sammamish and

4Culture.

CULTURE

The Sammamish Arts Commission offers a year-round series of exhibitions in the City Hall
Commons Gallery with a primary focus on regional artists. Arts Commission information

website: http://www.ci.sammamish.wa.us/Group.aspx?ID=3,

Sammamish City Hall is located high atop the Sammamish Plateau, at the intersection of 228th
Ave. SE and SE 8th Street. Exhibition is on view during regular City Hall hours Monday — Friday

8:30am — 5:00pm. Directions can be found on the City web site: www.ci.sammamish.wa.us.

HitH

Images: (L) Michele Van Slyke: 30x30" China on my mind #1 Mixed media
(R) Kent Van Slyke: 20x30" Serenity Photo composition
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Husband, wife artists display together for first time

By Tam Carrignn
icor|ganidissprass.cam

Thiey will have been
yarried for 50 years as of
next month and each has
been dodng thelr own art
|:m|»:,-m for many years as
well,

Yet, they have never
collaberated on a project,
have pever even had thelir
work disployed together.

That's about to change,
At age 72 and 70, respec-
tivedy, husbind and wife
team Kent and Michele
Vary Slyke are the lotest
artists whose work is on
display in the Sammamisk
ity Hall Commens An
Gallery, "You & Me, Me &
You® will feature the steel

seulpture of Michiele and
the photegraphy of Kent,
A reception s from
£ pom. Oct. 22 in the
Commens Gallery, The
exhihit runs through [an,
i
W are very different
i1 our work," said Michele,
whio added she doesin't
really remembier ever no
hedng an artist, thowgh she
says she went to college Lo
become an interpreter, She
ndmits that wis mostly to
make her parents happy,
A for Kent, b spent
most of bl life as
graphic destgner workiing
in advl:rtudn He's nuw
retired ani E
has became fmnt ar
ver ko b,

Bedth Michele and Kent
are insplred by the marry
Leips they have tiken i
Framece (where Michele
was horn), to Japan and
Lo China. For thie show,
Kent's photos pre lasgely
[images from those trips, (n
fact, the wall of a second-
floor baleony in City Hall
15 govered with photos
from Europe and China,

Michels works mostly
with welded steel, She sald
thi Sammamish show pro-
vided an interesting chal-
bemge In thint she had to
find pleces to fit the space.
The hallway inside City
Hall 15 lined with columins
o1 both sides, For one
column, Michele created
an all new plece, a flock of
birds, with one small bird
gilding in front and reach:
ing the stars ahead of the
others.

Michele said she uses
& Lot of birds and wing
shivpes in her work, &%
well as nature in general,

The show Is designed
to-demonstrate how two
pEnple, whio are about as
close as two prople cin
Eet, can have the sime
gxperience but express
that experience in totally

différent ways. For the
o] prart, the two are
intettwining their displays
in Sammarmish.

“It's pwes bifferent
polnts of view,” Kent
said, “It's galng to be very
Interesting.”

“I"s kind of difficult 1o
combine the two media,”
Michele added.

And while they have
nod specifically ever
wotked tngether, they do
bounce Ideas off of each
other i the Bainbridge
Iskand studio they have
shiared for 40 years.

“We don't step on each
oithers toes, " Kent said,
“I'm basically a 2-dimen-
stonal person and she |3
very much a 3-dimension-
al person.”

jchele has created a
st of publc art around
Thee area, inelding in
(resnt af the fasagquih
Library, She has com-
jﬂerm pleces for spots in
apan and China as well.
She admits to a fasclna-
tion with Ching and its
cuilture,

I actually tried 1o
teach mysell Chinese on
my own when 1 wis 8"
she said.
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My Lareg Farrar
Michele Van Slyke amangos her 2009, 9«8 1/2 »
&dnch steel, copper and aluminum leaf sculpture, ‘Peony
Vase,' for the "You & Mo, Me & You" show with har hus
Band, Kert Van Shyle.



